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	Chair : Ray Makin
	Date: 08/03/12

	Time:  8:30am to 10:00am
	Location:  Chamber Offices



	Attendees:
	
	

	Ray Makin
	RM
	Makin Architecture

	Malcolm Evans
	ME
	The Cultureship Practice

	Mike Blackburn
	MB
	I-Com International

	Michael Jayson
	MJ
	Crowe Clarke Whitehill LLP

	John Jones
	JJ
	Beever & Struthers

	Peter Bolton
	PB
	Peter Bolton Associates

	Emma Antrobus
	EA
	 GM Chamber of Commerce 

	Philip Murphy
	PM
	GM Chamber of Commerce

	David McKeith
	DM
	Halle Orchestra (Chair, GMCC)

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Apologies:
	
	

	Richard Hamilton
	RH
	Davis Blank Furniss

	Paul Nielsen
	PN
	Yorkshire Bank

	Olivia Bowen
	OB
	Gaia

	Chris Fletcher
	CF
	GM Chamber of Commerce

	Sam Gregory
	SG
	Tangerine PR

	
	
	



	
	Action:
	Lead

	1
	To complete the QES, Northern Hub postcards and weekly Chamber Views survey
	All

	2
	To circulate list of Manchester members and contact potential new Local Council members
	EA/All

	3
	To ensure Local Council views are fed into summary and sharing mechanisms
	EA

	4
5
	To gather evidence on impact of car parking charge increases
To invite Cityco and Marketing Manchester to future meetings
	EA
EA

	6
	To represent Local Council views to the Chamber Board
	RM

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	1.
	Welcome and Introductions
RM welcomed David McKeith, Chair of the Chamber. All members were asked to complete the QES and Northern Hub postcards.

	2.

	Membership
A discussion on membership of the Council took place – key sectors including retail, hospitality and education were missing. It was agreed that a list of Chamber members in the city was circulated and known contacts “warmed up” and passed to EA, with the aim of new members at the next meeting.

	4.
	Action for Business and Committee Updates
A paper outlining outcomes and actions from the Committees had been previously circulated, and was welcomed. Key issues on the Economic Committee and Digital Infrastructure group were discussed. EA agreed to feedback and ensure that all views were captured and taken forward. EA encouraged all members to complete the weekly Chamber views survey as key part of the prioritisation of policy issues. 

	5.
	Car Parking in Central Manchester
A draft action paper had been circulated and was discussed. It was agreed to try to gather further evidence of the impact of the increases in parking charges and to contact the City Council explaining the frustration with anti-car policies and slow progress with improving public transport. RM raised that parts of the city were looking very scruffy. It was agreed to invite CityCo and Marketing Manchester to the next meeting. 

	6.
	Budget and State of Trade
The Chamber’s pre-budget letter to the Chancellor was discussed. Issues to be raised with MPs were requested ahead of the Chamber’s MP briefings on 19th and 20th March. State of trade round-up revealed that some signs of economic recovery were evident, including investment in property although firms that were highly geared were still struggling. It was agreed that business confidence is a major issue. 

	7.
	Events
RM explained that the Skyline events were proving to be increasingly successful – the next one is 25th April. The next QES breakfast is 29th March at Stock restaurant. 

	8.
	AOB
RM announced that he had been appointed to the Chamber’s Board to represent all the Local Presidents. He requested contact details for the other Local Presidents to gather views.

	9.
	Next Meetings
21st June 2012, 6th September 2012, 6th December 2012
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