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Chair:
 P Carey                                      
 
 Date:
7th March 2012
Time: 
08:00 – 10:00



 Location: Hopwood Hall College
Attendees:

Peter Carey                      (PC)
Sedgwick Phelan
Tony Nugent                    (TN)
Anthony K Associates ltd

Carol Hopkins                  (CH)
Rochdale Council
Chris Gilmartin                 (CG)
Gilwood (Fabricators) Ltd
Delphine Greenhalgh      (DG)
DG Consultancy

Michelle Green
 
(MG2)
Hopwood Hall College
Kitsa Efthymiadis            (KE)
Molesworth Bright Clegg Solicitors

Chris Stern 

(CS)
Christopher Stern & Associates 

Laura Bayliss 

(BS)
Groundwork
Chris Fletcher

(CF)
Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce
Siobhan Niven

 (SN)
Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce
Michelle Geoghegan       (MG) 
Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce
Marc Jackson                   (MJ) 
Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce
          _________________________________________


Summary of issues discussed
Action for Business – Employment & Skills 

· EOS pilot – tight timescales & lack of promotion/awareness of changes 

· Introduction of Universal Credit – implications for businesses relating to errors made by government systems 

· Impact on business from pension auto-enrolment 

Action for Business – Resource Efficiency 

· Presentation on Green Deal at next Oldham & Rochdale Construction Sector Networking Event on 25.04.2012
Action for Business – Finance & Taxation

· Reduction of Empty Property rate relief from £18K to £2.6K distorting rental market – call to increase to original rate or scrap altogether 

· Concerns over business rate reforms and significant reduction in income for LA – less income locally

· Business rates cause businesses considerable problems as they are not based on the ability to pay, therefore in challenging economic times, this form of tax puts a strain on already stretched business finances & any mistakes in rates charged can take up to two years to be rectified – noted it is often costs of business rates that can lead to collapse of businesses
· Deferral scheme is not appropriate as can just escalate and prolong the issue 

· The Chamber has campaigned against the scale of rise in business rates that was set using the retail price index figure for inflation in September of last year, which coincided with inflation peaking

· Agreement that the additional 141 jobs that could potentially be created at the same cost as the proposed business rate increase would also lead to further contributions to local economy via higher employment rates 

· Observation that Chamber’s growth forecasts sensible & realistic in comparison to other bodies that have recently required vast adjustments to their predictions 
· Discussion on the development of Industrial Policy – update on collaboration with other Chambers to progress concept of M62 Manufacturing & Engineering corridor 

Action for Business – Trade and Innovation

· Campaign for public sector to source greater number of their products and services from Rochdale businesses & raise awareness of procurement opportunities available to local suppliers – Chamber led event in conjunction with LA planned for June 2012 

Membership

· Update on internal restructure to more regionalised focus with greater emphasis on retention and account management of members 

Events

· Overview of areas for development and improvement – Databases, automation of processes, intelligent marketing and sponsorship

Notes: Rochdale Council 








