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                        _____________________________________________
Chair:
 Miranda Barker                                           
 Date:
6 March 2012
Location:  Wigan Town Hall



Time: 8.30am





Attendees:

	Miranda Barker
	Allan Environmental Solutions

	John Hughes
	Hughes Bros

	Elaine Walsh
	ProCo NW

	Helen Sharples
	Rose Bridge High School

	Neil Chorley
	AC Computer

	Alistair Gregory
	Stephensons Solicitors

	Keith Molloy
	Wigan Council

	Ian Cubbin
	Handelsbanken

	Emma Antrobus
	GMCC

	Chris Fletcher
	GMCC

	Paul McKevitt
	Wigan Council

	Andrew Taylor
	Wigan Council

	Apologies
	

	John Winnard
	William Santus Ltd

	Jonathan Chadwick
	Stephensons Solicitors

	Bob Spendlove 
	GMCC

	Janet Mitchell
	Barclays Bank

	

	

	
	                Issues discussed:                                                                                                      Action

	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.


	Introductions around the table. Previous minutes: Wigan Economic Framework to be launched on Friday, Membership and Planning/Localism issues for the next agenda. HS raised the money required for the school trip.
Wigan Council Budget Consultation – PM gave a summary of the annual budget proposed, detailing Council Tax freeze, extensive cuts and 1000 job losses whilst preserving front line services.
Discussion on business rates as change to local retention means Wigan initially gains, allowing more flexibility to attract businesses to the area. NC raised problem of empty property rates affecting speculative regeneration – Chamber will lobby further. PM will feedback to Cabinet.
Some positives through locally funded transport scheme, establishment of apprentice and graduate programmes, some Wigan schemes in consideration for new GM investment fund. KM added that Good Traders scheme has been very successful and is creating some jobs.
Action for Business Update and Policy Priorities – committee update well received highlighting key actions for the Committees to feed into the Local Council meetings for local feedback, then onto main Council. Highlights were: Transport & Infrastructure Committee to explore transport survey – need to liaise with Emma Barton on Wigan’s recent survey, and postcard campaign for Northern Hub support.
Economic, Taxation & Finance Committee – pre-budget letter to the Chancellor highlighting need to scrap business rate increase, additional funds for RGF, no cut in Investment Allowance and funding the Northern Hub. Development of an Industrial Policy – KM wants to be involved.

All encouraged to complete QES, Chamber Views and sign Hub postcards

State of Trade
JH – business steady, taken on 2 new staff, solar business busy to get in before Feed-in Tariff reduction.

AG – conditions still tough in construction and a sense of inertia.

KM – House building is continuing, RGF funding is imminent. The Wigan Economic framework is to be launched on 9th March. £11m is being spent on new road scheme.
HS – BBC Newsround is to film students on the positive outlook for young people in Wigan. Planning for entry into Chelsea Flower Show in 2013. Work experience is vital to the students.
IC – business growing well due to firms being disillusioned with their high street bank.
Succession Planning
MB term of office expired in December so Council needs to agree to another term and/or identify another way forward. JH had previously been identified as Vice President. Council will be canvassed for opinions by email ahead of next meeting.
Events: Planning just starting for the Expo (12th October) and Business Awards (dinner 16th November). Next networking event is 23rd March at Leigh Sports Village.
Next Meeting: 8.30am Tuesday 18th March, venue tbc
	EA
EA/PM
EA
CF
All
EA


	
	
	


Items for Next Agenda: Localism & Planning, Membership, Succession of Presidency
	
	Summary of Actions
	

	1.
	To lobby for removal of empty property business rates
	E Antrobus

	2.
	To feedback business view of empty property business rates to Council
	Paul McKevitt 

	3.
	To liaise with Wigan Council on transport survey
	E Antrobus

	4.
	To liaise with Wigan Council on industrial policy
	C Fletcher

	5.
	To complete QES and weekly Chamber Views survey
	All

	6.
	To canvass opinions and nominations for presidency succession
	E Antrobus
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